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the Tighter regirents from Gressenhain end Erand; the ground attack
division in Brandenburg with the ground attack regiments fron Prandenburg-
Erizst & ¢ Brandenburg-irado; the ground atiask division in Alt Iloennewitz
with the ground attack recimerts from Brandis, Alt ILoennewitz, and
Tinsterwalde; and sircrafit of the independent fiphter regiment fron

Welaow and of the reconnalsssnce regiment fran Stendal.

'ost of The observations were made during the naneuver in Thuringia

vt it 1s belisved that the exsrcises held in other areas were probably
conducted in the same manner. [t is assuned that the maneuver mentioned
in parsgraph 2 d was conducted after the feollowing pattern:

z. The air forees uvnits were probably directed by the headquarters of tle
Southern Fir Corps in Wittenberg and the ground attack corps in Finster-~
wnlde. The participution of the fighter corps is indlcuted by the
departure on | | from the Brueckenkopf Kassrne in Wittenberg
of two column3 of abcut 60 motor vehicles carrying about 120 soldiers
and equirment end the re-cccupation of the installetion ty the supply
unit and signal unit%t of the Southern Fir Corps.

b. The following transfers vere probably effected:

One fighter regiment from Grossephain and elerments of the
Tighter rogiment from Brand to Friuwrt/Bindersleben;

. The second Tighter regiment from Grossenhain to Koethen;
betueen | The ground attack regiments from Brardenburg-
Prisst and Prandenburg-Arado %o Erfurt-Binderslebeng

| | The independent fighter regiment from ‘lelzou
to Altenburg, the pround attack regiment from Finsterwalde o Altenburg,
the ground attack regiment frem Alt Loennewitz to Schkeuditz near Leipuig.
ard elements of the latter repiment to Merseturg.

2. 'The air force units were c¢ivided into ern eastern and a western force

The eastern force included the fighter division from
Merseburg with its regiments irom Koethen, Merseburg, and Altenburg,
reinforced by a fighter regiment from Grosserhain and probably the
independent fighter reginent from Welzow; the ground attack division in
Alt Loennswitz with its regiments from Brandis, Alt Loennewitsz, and
Tiraterwelde . The western force included the fighter division from
Grossenhaln with one regiment from Grossenhaln and elements of the regiment
frem Brand; the ground attack division from Brandenturg with the regiments
frem Brandenburg-Briest and Prandenburg-Arado.

4. Only few indications are svailable as to the movemenis of the army

units involved. It is telieved thet some of the army units asserbled sast

of the Ilm River near Pad Berka between | | During this 25X1
period, MiG-15s were observed flying in formations of four over the

assembly area without attacking ground targets. Possibly, the fighter

aircraft were arsigned the missicn to proteet the air space over “he

assembly srea against enemy alreraft.

When the ground troops went into action on[ | the ground attack 25X1
aircraft started their attacks at patcheg of woeriland and roads. The

ground sttack aireraft weras observed over the battle area for up to one

bour, while the fighters were observed in this area only for up to 35

mimites. The sround attack planes flying in formation frequently approached

from o low sltitude, suddeniy eolimbed and changed their formation to
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one line abreast. Subsequentiy, the aircraft dived at their

targets fron altitudes of 200 to 300 meters a3 an angle of 20 to 40

degrees . They pulled out of dive at an altitude of 20 to 25 meters.

While elimbing, the aireraft banked again,assembled in formation and

then made another atiack. HMiC-158 were naver observed atiacking ground
targets but they were probably employed only Tor the protection of the
assembly erea. I'rom these observations it anpsars that, on [ 25X1
the air forse units were mainly employed for attacking or suprortiag

army unite crossing the Ilm River. Attacks were probebly made ai targets

the pin-point locatlon of which had been deternined by eir asd ground
observation and which could be repeatedly approached in low-level flighis.
The observations on the employment of MiIG-158 are in agreemunt with previcws
infornation that missions flown by MiC-138 at low altitudes are generaily
of short duration.

After erossing the Ilm River, the ermy uniis moved westward ito the
Erfurt-Arnstadt srea probably on | There the exercise 25X1
was completed around noon on | [ On days mentioned, cround 25X1
attack eircraft and fighters wttucked artillery emplacements, tarks,

infantry units, and motor -wehicle columns. Tt was nol observed thai bombs

were released by MiG-158 nor were stecp diving attacks made . Apperently,

fighter vnitz were only employed for ihe protection of own aircraft amd

attacks on enemy ground attack planes ard fighters.

1t could not be determined whether the splitting up of air foree units
into an eastera and a western force ws maintained throughout tne enbtirs
maneuver. It is possible that the groung attack units were amplowed on botk
sidse, depending on the situatlon. Prcbsbly due to the lack of aoxflelds
in Thuringia, which is elose to the zunel border, the air force units
could not easily be formed into opposing forces.

e. Because of continmuous fog in the Irfurt ares bstween 16 snd 0 Ocisber,
the two sround attack regiments from Brandenturg returnsd to theis taise

" fields only on | | while the sround units had retwrned by rail 25X

already on | | After | |the usual activity was agsin

observed at the other airfields wnich had 2een vacated during bie manzuvers.

Surmarizirg,it can be stated that the mumber of exervises in 195) was
smaller than during the fall of 1952. The oxercise held by the Bighth Gds
Army in Thuringia this fall, cen be comparsd with the large scal2 mateuver
by the Eights Gds Army in the Dessau-iken area between [ | 25X1
1952, The 1953 exercise sgain involved a4 sizeable nuber of fighoer &nd
pround attack units. The observations made in the maneurer area inGicaie
that the aireraft supporied the army units in the sane way as in 1952,

The ground attack aircraft were meinly smpioyed over the battle [lalc

and were nrobably directed by officers whe were posted in the frond jines
of grownd troops. Ro information has been recaived on the employment of
ground attack aircraft sgainst targets in the reer of the operati~uai area.
This rission will probably be carried out by light bomber units which,

at present, are not part of the Twenty-Fourth Air Army. 11-10s are
apparently no longer employed in the rear area of the enemy because of their
inferiority to modern fighter aircraf.. Mo new information soulé bs ottained
on the employment of MiG-158 as fighter bombers » A8 in 1952, alert practices
were held at the individual airfields in conmestion with the maneuvers.
However, no details could be obtained tecause of striect security meanures
at the fislda.
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